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Board of Directors 

Russ Braun, Chairman 
 Mike Hovatter, Vice-Chairman 
Janis Kemmer, Commissioner 
 Jerry Olsen, Public Director 
Joe Labant, Public Director 

 Denise Casilio, Farmer Director 
 Ron McMinn, Farmer Director   

 

Associate Directors 

 Jim McCluskey 
 Ray McMinn 

 

County Commissioners 
June Sorg 

Daniel Freeburg 
Janis Kemmer 

 

2014 District Staff 

Steven Putt, District Manager 
Kim Bonfardine, Watershed Specialist 

Missy Aul, Resource Conservation Technician (Jan.-June) 
Kate Yetzer, Resource Conservation Technician (Sept.-current) 

Amanda Stoltzfus, Resource Conservation Technician (Dec. -current) 
Jamie Dippold, PHEAA Student/Summer Intern (May-Aug.) 

David Stubber, Solid Waste Enforcement Officer 
Diane Myers, Secretary 
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Russ Braun, Board Chairman, presents Ron 

McMinn with a plaque of appreciation at the 

November Board Meeting. 

Ron McMinn Retires From Conservation District Board 

After many decades of volunteer service to the Conservation District, Ron McMinn has retired from 

the Conservation District Board of Directors.  McMinn was a long standing Farmer Director on the 

board.  Throughout his tenure, McMinn played a vital role in the growth of the Conservation District.  

During his time the District grew from a staff of one to the current staff of six.  Although the District’s 

programs, responsibilities and natural resource concerns changed throughout those years, the dedi-

cation to grass-roots conservation and community involvement remained the same.  McMinn’s son, 

Ray, will fill the vacancy left by his retirement and will serve out the remaining term as a Farmer Di-

rector on the Board. The Conservation District honored Ron McMinn by bestowing him with the sta-

tus of “Director Emeritus.”  McMinn will continue to provide his leadership and knowledge to the 

Conservation District in the Director Emeritus advisory position.         

Circa 1971 
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Elk County Conservation District Welcomes New 

Resource Conservation Technicians 

Amanda Stoltzfus joined the Elk County Conservation 

District on December 2, 2014 as a Resource Conserva-

tion Technician.  Amanda’s responsibilities at the Dis-

trict include the Agriculture Program, the Manure 

Management Program, assisting other District staff 

with environmental education outreach activities, the 

Dirt, Gravel, and Low Volume Road Program, and oc-

casionally the Erosion and Sediment Control Program.  

She is certified in the Act 38, Nutrient Management 

Program. Prior to coming to Elk County, Amanda was 

employed by the Dauphin County Conservation Dis-

trict, where she worked as an Agriculture Technician.   

Amanda is a native of Geigertown Pennsylvania and 

grew up active in 4-H, FFA, softball and field hockey.  

She graduated from The Pennsylvania State University 

with a B.S. degree in Agriculture Extension Education.  

Amanda enjoys running, kayaking, traveling, garden-

ing, attending Penn State football games, and spend-

ing time with friends, family, and her dog, Jake in her 

spare time.  

Kahla (Kate) Yetzer, a native of Elk County, joined 

the Elk County Conservation District as the new Re-

source Conservation Technician on September 8th, 

2014. Prior to working for the District, Kate worked 

for the Army Corps of Engineers at East Branch Lake 

and earned her Bachelors of Science degree with a 

concentration in Geology from Clarion University of 

Pennsylvania. Her responsibilities at the district in-

clude the Erosion & Sediment Control Program, the 

Dirt, Gravel, & Low Volume Roads Program, the Jr. 

Envirothon and assisting other district personal with 

the Agricultural Program, Post-Construction Storm-

water Management Program and environmental 

education outreach activities. 

 Kate grew up camping, riding horses, fishing, 

boating, swimming, and playing softball. This love of 

the PA Great Outdoors has only grown with time. 

She can now add photography, traveling, and hiking 

with her hound dog, Bocephous, to her list of hob-

bies. When she isn’t doing those things, Kate likes to 

volunteer her time at the Elk Country Visitor Center, 

helping preserve Pennsylvania’s Elk Country for fu-

ture generations.  

Amanda with her dog, Jake.  Kate with her dog, Bo.  
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The 3rd Annual Les Haas Memorial Trail Challenge was 

hosted by the Conservation District on September 20, 

2014.  The event, held at the Laurel Mill Trail within the 

Allegheny National Forest, is an annual  fund raiser for 

the Conservation District’s environmental education 

programs.   The race features two competitive running 

distances, 14K and 7K, and a non-competitive 2 Mile 

“Fun Walk.”   The event is held in remembrance of Les 

Haas, a former Conservation District board director and 

a retired PA Fish & Boat Commission Waterways Con-

servation Officer.  The event could not have been a suc-

cess without the support of volunteers and event spon-

sors.  We thank the following businesses and organiza-

tion for supporting our event: Allegheny National For-

est, Rebco, Inc., Elk County Simmentals, Country Squir-

rel Outfitters, Xtreme Wear, Marlowe Haas, Jordan’s Bar 

& Grill,  and Road ID.  

         2014 7K Run Winners 

 Male Winner:  Charles Gausman     Ridgway, PA    37:15 

    Female Winner: Amanda Stoltzfus     Millersburg, PA   42:46 * 

           2014 14K Run Winners 

 Male Winner:    Russell Micale         St. Marys, PA   1:16:05 

             Female Winner: Larie Hall                   Morrisdale, PA           1:18:56 

(Course Record) 
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Significant Flooding Impacts Elk County 

May 21, 2014 
On May 21, 2014 an unexpected storm event severely impacted much of Elk County.  The Clarion River, in the town of 

Ridgway, peaked at over 21 feet (normal levels for this time of year is about 4 feet).    This level on the Clarion River 

was the second highest in recorded history.  Much of the historical town of Ridgway was impacted by flood waters.  

Many homes and businesses were impacted and some had more than 4 feet of flood waters inside the structures.  

Several surrounding  communities were also impacted as several of the tributary streams were also flooded.   

North Broad Street area of Ridgway.  Impacted from flooding from the Clarion River and Elk Creek. 

Main Street area of Ridgway.  Impacted from flooding from the Clarion River and Elk Creek. 
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Chapter 105 Dam Safety & Waterway Management 

 In 2014 the Elk County Conservation District continued its delegation agreement with the Penn-

sylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to administer the Chapter 105 program.  The 

Title 25, Chapter 105, Dam Safety and Waterway Management regulations pertain to dams, reservoirs, 

culverts, bridges, stream enclosures, channel dredging, channel manipulation, fill materials, stream 

crossings, and other stream and wetland related activities.  The responsibilities of the Conservation Dis-

trict under this delegation agreement includes; investigation of complaints, routine inspections, technical 

assistance, education and outreach, and acknowledgement of General Permit (GP) activities. The number 

of permits issued in 2014 are listed below.  With the flooding that occurred in May of 2014, the number 

of permits and technical assistances that the District staff were involved with greatly surpassed those of 

previous years.  

 # Permits Issues   Permit Type 

  1 GP1 Fish Habitat Enhancement Structures   

  0 GP2 Small Docks and Boat Launching Ramps  

  22 GP3 Bank Rehabilitation, Protection and Gravel Bar Removal  

  1 GP4 Intake and Outfall Structures   

  4 GP5 Utility Line Stream Crossings 

  0 GP6 Agricultural Crossing and Ramps  

  12 GP7 Minor Road Crossings  

  11 GP8 Temporary Road Crossings  

  0 GP9 Agricultural Activities 

Rain Barrel & Storm Water Management Workshop 

On August 23, 2014 the Elk County Conservation 

District and the Elk County Planning Department part-

nered to provide a rain barrel and storm water man-

agement workshop for area residents.  The workshop 

was attended by 45 residents.  Conservation District 

and Planning Department staff provided information 

related to on-lot storm water controls, non-point 

source pollution reduction and water conservation.  

Attendees were also provided with a free rain barrel 

and instructions on how to properly use their new rain 

barrel.  Funding for the workshop was provided by a 

PA Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 

Environmental Education grant. 
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Elk County Water Monitoring Program  

2014 Average Satellite Telemetry System Data 

  
parameter Conductivity pH 

Dissolved 
Oxygen 

Location units uS/cm pH mg/L 

Laurel Run 147.8 6.95 14.12 

Powers Run 85.21 7.07 11.50 

Byrnes Run 66.27 6.79 13.07 

Highland Township 60.11 5.73 4.32 

Big Mill Creek 44.92 6.15 11.11 

Rattlesnake Creek 40.49 6.57 10.84 

Whetstone Branch 38.90 6.15 10.87 

Kersey Run 33.64 6.06 13.68 

Fox Township 32.67 4.80 10.84 

Silver Creek 26.10 5.25 10.74 

Jones Township not online    

                                                                                                      Table 1  

2013 Elk Creek Average Conductivity and 

2014 Average Conductivity with Mobile Data Loggers 

  parameter Conductivity    

Location units uS/cm     

Elk Creek      Oct - Dec 2013 108.08 (for comparison) 

Bear Creek   28.54    

Briggs Hollow  25.20    

Little Bear Creek  18.85    

Navel Hollow   17.53    

Straight Creek   15.78    

North Fork  12.27    

                                                                                                      Table 2  

2014 was an exciting year for the monitoring program.  Finally, all eleven Satellite Te-

lemetry Systems (STS) were installed and running properly (except for Jones Town-

ship), and on May  21st a sever flood hit Elk County  damaging several STS and of one 

of the mobile data loggers was washed away.  The two images on the left are Kersey 

Run before and after the flood.   Byrnes Run STS (which is very close to Kersey Run) 

had minor damages and Laurel Run STS was pushed over and damaged also.  There 

were only minor issues with some of the other STS’s.   

The two tables below show average Conductivity, pH and Dissolved Oxygen from the 

sites that were monitored in 2014.    

Conductivity is the ability of water to conduct electric due to the presence of heavy 

metals or chlorides, which are normally present in very low numbers.  With Conductiv-

ity being the most relevant  parameter being monitored, the list of sites are listed 

from highest Conductivity to lowest.  Average Conductivity in Elk County has been 

found to be between 20-80 uS/cm which is good, but streams with Acid Mine Drain-

age have readings in the thousands because of the heavy metal concentrations.   

Before Flood 

After Flood 

As you can see in the tables, streams originating from St. 

Marys (Laurel Run and Elk Creek) have the highest Conduc-

tivity levels.  This would be due to the activities in the wa-

tershed surrounding the streams, but they are not high 

enough for concern.    Table 2 shows the streams that were 

measured with mobile data loggers in 2014, with one read-

ing from 2013 (Elk Creek) for comparison.   All of the read-

ings were low and not of any concern. 

pH is the acidity or alkalinity measurement of the water. 

Neutral water has a pH of seven and the range of average 

pH readings for our ten sites listed are a low of 4.80 to a 

high of 7.07.  The low pH at Fox Township reservoir may be 

due to past coal mining activities.  The remaining readings 

reflect normal ranges for this part of the state. 

Dissolved Oxygen (DO) is the amount of oxygen in the wa-

ter available for fish and other aquatic species to utilize.  

Oxygen gets into water by diffusion from the surrounding 

air, by aeration (rapid movement), and as a waste product 

of photosynthesis.  As you can see in Table 1, all of the DO 

readings are over 10 mg/l except for Highland Township.  

The reason for this is because Highland Township (and 

Jones also) water supplies come from underground aqui-

fers; in comparison to surface water streams.  Water stored 

in underground aquifers contain much less oxygen than a 

moving stream.  All stream DO readings were exceptional. 

Pollution — Through this monitoring program a pollution 

event was discovered in Navel Hollow in July.  Samples 

were taken to a lab and proper authorities were notified.  

High amounts of Aluminum were discovered when tested. 
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Hicks Run Stream Habitat Improvement Project 

In October of 2014 the Elk County Conservation District partnered with the Cameron County Conservation District 

and DCNR Bureau of Forestry to complete an in-stream habitat improvement project in Hicks Run.  The project is 

located near the Hicks Run Campground on the Elk State Forest and is designed to enhance the habitat for aquatic 

life.  Funding for the project was provided through the Sinnemahoning Watershed Grant Program.  Northpoint 

Contracting of Emporium, PA was the contractor for the project.     
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In 2014, the Elk County Conservation Dis-

trict continued to serve as the County Coor-

dinator for the DCNR Bureau of Forestry’s 

gypsy moth suppression program.  Through-

out 2014, gypsy moth populations remained 

steady and confined to isolated areas of the 

County.  Some signs of defoliation were present 

in the Spring and early Summer, but the caterpil-

lar populations declined throughout the season.  

This decline was likely due to weather condi-

tions and natural controls. There was no need for 

a spray program in 2014.  The gypsy moth popu-

lations will continue to be monitored.   

Gypsy Moth Suppression Program 

 

Invasive Species & Forest Pest Management 

The Elk County Conservation District continues to work diligently to educate area residents about the importance of 

forest pest management and invasive species.  Early detection and rapid response is always the key to controlling for-

est pests and invasive plants.  The Conservation District continues to work closely with various cooperating agencies 

and non-profit groups to educate area residents, identify problem areas, and develop strategies for minimizing the 

spread of unwanted species. 

Gypsy Moth Caterpillar 

Hemlock Wooly Adelgid Emerald Ash Borer 

Japanese Knotweed Japanese Stiltgrass 
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Sinnemahoning Invasive Plant Management Area 

  

 

 The Sinnemahoning Invasive Plant Management Area is a Cooperative Weed Management Area.  It is a for-
mal group of partners from state and local agencies, private business, conservation districts, and non-profits all 
working together to control invasive plants and share information and resources.  The program coordinator is cur-
rently funded by a grant from the US Forest Service. 

 The program is overseen by a Steering Committee, which meet four times per year. The Steering Committee 
is formed by directors and employees from the Elk, Potter and Cameron Conservation Districts as well as the DCNR 
Elk State Forest and Sinnemahoning Park. 

Project Work 

 Direct SIPMA funding treated Japanese knotweed in Potter County; an isolated population of phragmites, a 
highly invasive grass, on the East Fork in Cameron County; as well as isolated populations of tree of heaven along 
the Driftwood.  SIPMA partners worked on controlling Japanese knotweed (42 gross miles of stream bank), Japanese 
barberry (5 acres), mile-a-minute vine (300 gross acres) and glossy buckthorn.  The buckthorn was treated in Elk 
County along Highway 120 and Big Run. 

 A goal of the SIPMA is to create a database of invasive plants in the watershed.  This project is a collabora-
tion between the SIPMA, the Cameron County Conservation District and North Central Regional Planning in Elk 
County.  The end result will be a website where the general public and members of the SIPMA can add data and see 
maps of locations of weeds, treatment and site history, and other important information about the site and the 
weed.  The website is up and data is being entered (go to http://maps.ncentral.com/sipma). 

Outreach and Education 

 SIPMA held full meetings in February, June and October.  The coordinator tabled at six local outdoor-
themed events and put on three educational workshops about weed control in partnership with the Sinnemahoning 
State Park, and gave a presentation on invasive plants both to the Elk County Conservation District’s Ag Producer’s 
Meeting and to the foremen and road crew at the Coudersport PennDOT headquarters. 

Capacity Building  

 An important part of the coordinator’s work is to write grants to continue the invasive species control as 
well as keep the coordinator position funded.  In 2014 the coordinator wrote and submitted grants to the Sinne-
mahoning Stakeholders Committee for knotweed and mile-a-minute, and a mini-grant was submitted to the West-
ern PA Conservancy.  Most importantly, another grant was submitted in October to the US Forest Service for funds 
to continue the coordination’s position.  The Bucktail Watershed Association, an important SIPMA partner and man-
ager of the organization, submitted these grants. 

To formalize the Sinnemahoning Invasive Plant Management Area, most partners have signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding, a non-binding agreement that states support for the SIPMA and each organization’s invasive spe-
cies control actions. 
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Dirt, Gravel, and Low Volume Road Program Update 
  

 In 2014, a new transportation bill was passed, effectively increasing statewide funding from $4 

million to $28 million. $8 million of this new funding was to be specifically spent on, “Low Volume 

Roads.” A Low Volume Road (LVR) is any sealed roadway (paved or tar & chipped) that receives 

500 or less vehicles per day. DSA is now the only surface aggregate that is eligible to be purchased 

with program funds. In order for the DSA to be eligible, it must meet a plasticity index (PI) of 6 or 

less and be tested by PSU in advance of use. In addition, new district policies were created along with 

a Stream Crossing policy and a Traffic Count policy.  

 

 In 2014 the Elk County Conservation District was allocated approximately $128,327 to utilize 

for on-the-ground dirt & gravel road improvement projects.  Additionally, the ECCD was allocated 

$32,000 for on-the-ground LVR projects. Approximately $40,082 was allocated for the Conservation 

District to utilize for administration and education related to the program.  Projects eligible for fund-

ing under this program include, but are not limited to the following: road drainage improvements, cul-

vert and cross pipe replacements, headwalls and endwalls, vegetation management, road surface im-

provements, dust suppression, and road base improvements.  For an entity to be eligible to receive 

funding from the Elk County Conservation District’s Dirt & Gravel Road Program, the entity must 

have attended the 2-day Environmentally Sensitive Maintenance of Dirt & Gravel Roads training 

within the last 5 years.  There are currently 13 entities in Elk County that are eligible for funding; 

Benezette Twp, Jones Twp, Fox Twp, Ridgway Twp, Ridgway Borough, Millstone Twp, Highland 

Twp, Horton Twp, Jay Twp, Johnsonburg Borough, Spring Creek Twp, PennDot and the PA Game 

Commission. 

2014 Dirt & Gravel Road Project 

The Elk County Conservation District’s Dirt & Gravel Road Program is administered by a 4 member (3 

voting and 1 non-voting) Quality Assurance Board (QAB).  The QAB sets local program policies, re-

views all program applications, and makes recommendations to the Conservation District Board for pro-

ject spending.  The QAB is made up of the following individuals: 

Steven Putt, Elk County Conservation District– non-voting member 

Mike Hovatter, Elk County Conservation District– voting member 

Tom McMann, Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission– voting member 

Gary Swope, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service-voting member 

Quality Assurance Board (QAB) 

In 2014 the Elk County Conservation District agreed to 

fund one project under the Dirt & Gavel Road Program.  

The project included adding base fill materials, re-

establishing a road crown, and stabilizing the surface with 

driving surface aggregate (DSA) materials.  This work 

area included approximately 1,100 feet along Stony Hill 

Road/Pumpkin Hill Road (T363) in Jones Township.  The 

project is located in a High Quality Cold Water Fishery.  

$25,000 was allocated for this project.   
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Agriculture Outreach Continues in Elk County 

Efforts to become more involved in the agriculture community continued in 2014.  Serval workshops were 

held to provide farmers the opportunity to complete manure management plans for their operations. 

Two Manure Management Workshops were held in 2014 reaching approximately 20 farmers within the coun-

ty. Each farmer who attended was provided all necessary materials to complete a manure management plan 

for their operation.  Farmers worked on their individual plans as the workshops progressed.   One workshop 

was Equine focused and featured speakers from the State Conservation Commission, Penn State Extension, 

and equine vet, Karen Martin, VMD.   

One agriculture complaint was received in 2014 involving a horse operation.  Jamie Ulrich, of the State Con-

servation Commission, assisted in the complaint investigation.    

Amanda joined the Elk County Conservation District Staff in December 2014, and will primarily focus her 

efforts to assist the agricultural community in planning, regulations, and technical assistance. The district can 

provide assistance in writing manure management plans, conservation and agriculture Erosion and Sediment 

Control plans using PA One Stop, as well as soil testing and technical assistance.  The conservation district 

will continue to focus on building a cooperative relationship within the agriculture community.  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

District Website Makeover 
A lot of changes were made to the Elk County Conservation Dis-

trict’s website this year as well.  It has become a more user-friendly 

site, with a lot of valuable information to the public.  This includes a 

page dedicated to Agriculture with helpful fact sheets for Manure 

Plans and Ag E&S.  Also, there is a lot of information about E&S 

requirements for construction, as well as some of the programs the 

district is involved in.  
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Erosion and Sedimentation Pollution Control Program 

(E&S Program) 

 The Elk County Conservation District has Level II delegation from the PA Department of Environmental 

Protection (DEP) to administer the erosion and sediment pollution control program. Level II duties include; edu-

cation, technical assistance, site inspection, plan review, and voluntary compliance. The Conservation District 

works with the DEP on all enforcement matters.  The goal of this program is to minimize soil erosion and sedi-

mentation.  Erosion is part of our naturally occurring processes, but this process can be greatly increased by hu-

man disturbances.   

 

 PA Code, Title 25, Chapter 102 and the Pennsylvania Clean Streams Law requires measures and facilities to 

be in place during earth disturbance activities to minimize the potential for erosion and sediment pollution problems.  

These regulations also require individuals involved in earth disturbance activities to develop an erosion and sediment 

control plan (E&S Plan).  An E&S plan is required for all disturbance of 5,000 square feet in size or larger.  This plan 

includes measures that will be implemented to minimize erosion, describes how construction activities will progress at 

the site, identifies the scope of the project, and identifies how the disturbed areas will be stabilized upon completion of 

the project.   

 

 Working under the direction of the Chapter 102 rules and regulations and through the delegation agreement 

with the PA Department of Environmental Protection, the Elk County Conservation District is tasked with the respon-

sibility of reviewing erosion and sediment control plans. In 2014 the Elk County Conservation District reviewed and 

processed 60 erosion and sediment control plans.  Projects encompassed approximately 4,701 project acres and includ-

ed approximately 98 acres of disturbance.   

 

 In addition to the processing of erosion and sediment control plans, the Conservation District also investi-

gates complaints, conducts site inspections, provides technical assistance and organizes educational events.  In 2014 

the Elk County Conservation District received and investigated 20 complaints and conducted 27 site inspections.   

 

 NPDES permits are required for earth disturbance activities that will involve one (1) or more acres of dis-

turbance over the life of the project (excludes agriculture, timber harvesting, road maintenance and oil & gas activi-

ties). There are two types of NPDES permits.  Individual NPDES Permits are required for projects that will occur in 

special protection watersheds (high quality or exceptional value) or may be required due to other special circumstanc-

es.  General NPDES permits are for projects involving earth disturbance activities of  one acre or more in areas that are 

not considered special protection and do not fall under one of the other special circumstances.   In 2014 the Conserva-

tion District processed 8 General NPDES permits and 1 Individual NPDES Permit.  We were also involved in 2 

NPDES Permit Major Modifications. 
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Community Involvement, Education & Outreach 
Elk County Gas Task Force 

The Elk County Conservation District is a regular participant in the Elk County Gas Task Force committee meetings as 

well as chair the Water Quality & Environment subcommittee. The committee meets every two months to discuss im-

portant issues related to unconventional gas well drilling within the county.   

 

Allegheny WINs Coalition 

The Conservation District continues to support and be an active member in the Allegheny Watershed Improvement 

Needs (WINs) coalition.  WINs is a group of nonprofits, private individuals, local watershed organizations and local, 

state and federal government agencies that share the goal of improving and protecting the Allegheny River and its pri-

mary tributaries, including the Clarion River watershed.  

 

Bennett Branch Working Group 

The Bennett Branch Working Group formed in 2012 when a group of local officials, state agencies, conservation or-

ganizations, and private citizens met to discuss the possibilities of enhancing public access and recreational opportuni-

ties along the Bennett Branch of Sinnemahoning Creek.  The Elk County Conservation District has continued to play 

an active role in the group’s efforts to improve public access and recreational opportunities along the stream corridor. 

 

Western PA Coalition for Abandoned Mine Reclamation (WPCAMR) 

WPCAMR was formed as a non-profit organization in 1982 and is actively involved in assisting organizations and 

communities in mine reclamation efforts. The Elk County Conservation District is one of 24 Conservation Districts 

involved in the Western Pennsylvania Coalition for Abandoned Mine Reclamation.  In addition to the County Conser-

vation Districts, the coalition also includes many local and state government agencies, conservation organizations, an 

representatives of the mining and gas industries. 

   

Leadership Elk County 

On October 8, 2014 the Elk County Conservation District participated in the Leadership Elk County’s visit to the West 

Creek Wetland Learning Center.  District Manager, Steve Putt, discussed the history of Conservation Districts as well 

as various wetland topics including; wetland identification, wetland functions, wetland plants and wetland wildlife. 

 

Clarion River Municipal Partnership 

The Conservation District continues to support the CRMP in their efforts to enhance the natural and recreational values 

of the Clarion River watershed.  The group is made up of various non-profit organizations as well as many local, state 

and federal government entities along the watershed.  In 2014 the group assisted in updating the Clarion River Water 

Trail map and brochure. 

 

Source Water Protection 

Elk County Conservation District Watershed Specialist, Kim Bonfardine, continues to provide technical assistance to 

the Elk County municipalities involved in source water protection planning and plan updates. The plans are designed 

to provide watershed documentation, recommendations and techniques for protecting public drinking water supplies. 

 

Headwaters 25th Anniversary Celebration 

On August 22, 2014, District Manager, Steve Putt, participated in the Headwaters RC&D 25th Anniversary celebra-

tion.  The event included a tour of a few of the many projects and facilities that Headwaters RC&D has been involved 

with over the last 25 years. 

 

Boy & Girl Scouts 

District Staff participated in several educational activities involving Boy and Girl Scout groups in 2014.  This included 

educational activities at Camp Mountain Run. 

 

Western Pennsylvania Conservancy Advisory Committee 

The Elk County Conservation District continues to partner with the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy in their efforts 

to improve the Allegheny River watershed, including it’s tributaries in Elk County.  This partnership includes; educa-

tional activities, habitat improvement projects, stream restoration projects, riparian buffers, and more.  District Manag-

er, Steve Putt, also serves as a member of the local Advisory Committee to WPC. 
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Ridgway School District Trout in the Classroom 

 Trout In the Classroom (TIC) is an interdisciplinary program in which students in grades 3-12 learn 
about coldwater conservation while raising brook trout from eggs to fingerlings in a classroom aquarium. Dur-
ing the year each teacher tailors the program to fit his or her curricular needs. TIC has applications in environ-
ment and ecology, science, mathematics, social studies, language and fine arts, and physical education. All 
classrooms end the year by releasing their trout into a state-approved waterway.  The Pennsylvania TIC pro-
gram is made possible through a unique partnership between Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited and the 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission. This partnership provides curriculum resources, workshops for teach-
ers and program partners, technical support, brook trout eggs and food, and grants. 

 On May 2, 2014 the Elk County Conservation District participated in the trout release day where stu-
dents from the Ridgway School District released their classroom raised trout.  The release location was in the 
Clarion River at the Country Squirrel Outfitters property in Ridgway.  The PA Fish & Boat Commission Water-
ways Conservation Officer was also on hand to discuss water conservation efforts with the students.  Conser-
vation District staff provided students with a demonstration of chemical water quality testing methods as well 
as macro invertebrate identification. 
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Envirothon – The 11th Annual Elk County Envirothon was held in May at the St. Mary’s Sportsmen’s Club.  
Teams competed from all four local high school and were tested in the areas of Forestry, Aquatics, Wild-
life, Soil & Land-use, and a current environmental issue.   Johnsonburg High School won the competition 
and went on to compete at the Pennsylvania State Envirothon. The photo above is all of the students and 
helpers and below are pictures of the Envirothon Study Day at the new Elk Visitor’s Center in Benezette 
and  the first place winning team.  

 

11th Annual Elk County Envirothon 

First Place Team 

Elk watch curiously 

as Toby teaches 

about forestry 

Sue educated the students about wildlife 

Steve is showing students soil horizons and other 

interesting soil facts 
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1st Annual Elk County Jr. Envirothon 

On May 6th, 2014, the 1st Annual Elk County Jr. Envirothon was held at Bendigo 

State Park. For this inaugural event, three teams from the Elk County Catholic 

Middle School participated.  The students were tested in the areas of: Wildlife, 

Aquatics, Forestry, & Recycling.  Each participant received lunch, an award and a 

tee-shirt.  

The students were asked to identify Pennsylvania 

mammals by their fur. 

The winning team, the “Tree Huggers,” identifying 

Pennsylvania fish by their photograph. 

1st Annual Elk County Jr. Envirothon 

group photo. 
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ELK COUNTY COMMUNITY RECYCLING CENTER 
Stackpole Complex, 45 Heritage Drive, St. Marys, PA  15857   (814) 834-4886                       

http://www.co.elk.pa.us/recycling/ 

The Elk County Community Recycling Center was opened in October 2010 by the County of Elk and the Elk County Solid Waste Authority / 

Recycling Office.  The center’s main building is used for sorting and baling of materials.  A warehouse next to the center was rented in 2011 for 

the storage of material until enough is accumulated for shipment.  In 2012, additional space was acquired in the rear of the center and provid-

ed space for an office, break room, and bulb & battery storage.   

The Recycling Center currently accepts newsprint, office paper, magazines, mixed paper, cardboard, hard & soft cover books, #1 plastic 

bottles, #2 plastic bottles, #5 plastic, #5 flex bags (bulk packs), bi-metal cans, and aluminum cans.  In addition, the Recycling Office has an on-

going electronics collection which occurs on the 3rd Saturday of each month and ships out a truckload of electronics about every month.  They 

also collect fluorescent bulbs, batteries, and oil based paint and pesticides. 

The Recycling Center continues to grow each year.  This year they were able to add another part-time position.  Local business cooperation 

continues to increase as well as the loyal support of our volunteers. 

The Elk Conservation District provides staffing for the Recycling Center.  David Stubber, Solid Waste Enforcement Officer, has his office located 

in this building and oversees daily activities . 

2014 Community Recycling Center Totals 

Material  Lbs. Tons  Material  Lbs. Tons 

#1 PETE—Plastic 38,994 19.40  Magazines   71,973  35.97 

#2 HDPE—Plastic 25652 12.83  Mixed Paper  153,918   76.96 

#4—Plastic            0   0.00  OCC (Cardboard)         328,418  164.21 

#5 PP—Plastic   3,325 01.66  Hard Cover Books    17,138    8.57 

#5 PP—Flex Bags      128,890 64.45  Soft Cover Books      7,854  03.93 

#6 PS—Plastic            0 00.00  Aluminum Cans      3,253  01.63 

Office Paper 43,388 21.69  Bi-Metal (Tin)    12,118  06.06 

Newsprint    61,270 30.64  TOTALS:  896,161   448.08 

2011 Tonnage:  106.58 Tons  2012 Tonnage:  202.44 Tons       

2013 Tonnage:  297.18 Tons  2014 Tonnage:  448.08 Tons 

2014 Recycling Totals—Other Programs 

Material      Lbs.     Tons 

Electronics                            259,763            129.88 

Lamps           9,163            EACH 

Batteries           4,869           02.43 

Oil Based Paint & Pesticides    2,342           01.17 

Waste Tires      195,800           97.90 

White Goods        34,312           17.16 

Medicines               841           00.42 

Household Hazardous Waste    9,551           04.78 
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    The municipal waste enforcement officer position was established under a three way agreement be-
tween the Elk County Conservation District, Elk County Commissioners and Elk County Solid Waste Au-
thority.  This position was established to provide oversight and  enforcement in activities related to ille-
gal trash dumping, demolition permit issuance, and activities related to the community recycling center.  
The following is summary of those activities for 2014. 

        
- David R. Stubber - 

 
As the Municipal Waste Enforcement Officer for Elk County I worked 1854 hours and logged 3635 miles.  
There were 11 investigations resulting in 3 criminal complaints filed in front of the two District Justices. 
All the defendants (1 still out on a Warrant) were either found guilty or pled guilty.    I inspected and ap-
proved 47 Demo permits and closed 44 in Elk County. 

 

Other duties done over the course of the year included the monthly electronics/Plastic collection, two 
Unwanted Medicines Collections, and a Household Hazardous Waste Collection. Spring Tire Collections 
were conducted in Ridgway Township, St. Marys, and Jones Township. There were also two trash collec-
tions on North Paul Road with the students of the St.Marys Catholic Middle School. 

  

In October 2010 we opened the Elk County Community Recycling Center located at 45 Heritage St. in 
the Stackpole Complex in St Marys. The center is open every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday as well as 
the 3rd Saturday of the month. We collect newspaper, cardboard, and paperboard, magazines, junk mail 
and office paper as well as #1 and #2 plastic bottles, #5 plastic, aluminum cans and bimetal cans. 

Elk County Municipal Waste Enforcement Officer 

Illegal Dump Site, Eshbach Street, City of St. Marys 
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2014 Financial Statement 
Income 

CDFAP--Act 13 Suppl.Adm.Asst.     14,782.35 

CDFAP--Act 13 Spec.Proj.Income       8,130.65 

CDFAP--Income (Dist.Mgr./1st Tc     43,327.89 

ACT (Ag Tech)--Income - CDFAP     16,401.73 

Act 13 - UGWF Income      56,818.18 

Watershed Spec. Grant Income     33,905.42 

S/W Enforcement Officer Income     42,650.85 

County Allocation Income     24,500.00 

E & S Review Fee Income       5,375.00 

GP Permit Fees (Ch.105)        6,750.00 

NPDES Permit Fees        5,000.00 

Interest Income           196.93 

Miscellaneous Income        1,537.41 

Misc. Income -- Mini-Grants       3,000.00 

Misc. Income -- Envirothon Don.       2,430.00 

Misc. Income -- Jr. Envir. Don.               300.00 

Misc. Income -- Annual Race         1,895.00 

Dirt & Gravel - Capital Advance     25,000.00 

Water Monitoring Project 
Water Mon. Proj. - Sinnam.W/S              960.00 

TCWA Income -- Brockway 2-hr Mo      2,865.95 

Total Water Monitoring Project        3,825.95 

Total Income                           295,827.36 

Expense 
Payroll Expenses                          131,803.94 

Health Insurance       16,619.77 

Vision Insurance            322.01 

Dental Insurance            997.26 

Retirement          8,919.91 

FICA (Social Security) Company        8,839.81 

Med. (Social Security) Company        2,067.38 

PAUC - Unempl.Comp. Company        3,968.78 

Workers Compensation         1,211.60 

Contractual & Consulting             85.83 

Travel Expense         6,848.89 

Per Diem Expense               1,713.49 

Registration Fees            415.00 

Meeting Expense              64.95 

Office Supplies         1,042.22 

Telephone             832.22 

Postage Expense              14.45 

Dues & Memberships         1,863.00 

Sponsorship Fees            350.00 

Bank Charges                3.00 

Act 13 - CDFAP/SAA Expenses 
 Director Travel          668.96 

Annual Report          714.53 

Liability Insurance       1,304.25 

Postage              25.00 

Admin. Services       5,447.48 

Audit        2,350.00 

Special Projects       8,130.65 

Total  Act 13 - CDFAP/SAA Expenses     18,640.87 

Envirothon Expenses         2,130.92 

Jr. Envirothon Expenses            311.27 

Annual Trail Race Expenses                                    852.42 

Misc. Mini-Grant Expenses        3,000.00 

ECFA -- DEP Grant Expenses 
ECFA - Stackpole Hall Match          2,076.71 

ECFA -- DEP Grant Expenses          2,076.71 

 Water Monitoring Project Expenses 
Water Mon. Proj. - Colcom Grant 
 Personnel / Salaries                   75.00 

Equipment           308.65 

Contractual        2,540.84 

Supplies              10.95 

Total Water Mon. Proj. - Colcom Grant        2,935.44 

Water Mon. Proj. - Colcom/IFCTU 
Contractual        3,137.60 

Total  Water Mon. Proj. - Colcom/IFCTU     3,137.60 

Headwaters Charitable Trust       1,060.00 

Sinnemahoning W/S Grant        2,830.00 

TCWA - Brockway 2-Hr. Mon.        1,591.95 

3RQ(Three Rivers QUEST) WV Univ 
3RQ -- Equipment (Supplies)              201.61 

 3RQ -- Travel            666.88 

Total 3RQ(Three Rivers QUEST) WV Univ          868.49 

Foundation for PA Watersheds 
Found. PA W/S - Equipment       8,857.85 

Found. PA W/S - Other Services      6,554.46 

Total Found. for PA Watersheds     15,412.31 

Total Water Monitoring Project Expenses     27,835.79 

Dirt & Gravel Road Project Expenses       37,500.00 

Dirt & Gravel Road Administrative Expenses        7,040.45 

Total Expense        287,371.94 

Net Income               8,455.42 
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Cooperating Agencies & Organizations 

 The Elk County Conservation District works closely with many local, state and federal government 

agencies as well as many non-profit organizations.  We greatly value these partnerships and collaborative 

conservation efforts they provide.   The following is a partial list of some of our partnering agencies and or-

ganizations: 

Allegheny National Forest 

Marienville Ranger District 

131 Smokey Lane 

Marienville, PA 16239 

 

Army Corps of Engineers 

East Branch Lake 

631 East Branch Dam Road 

Wilcox, PA 15870 

 

DCNR Bureau of Forestry 

258 Sizerville Road 

Emporium, PA 15834 

 

DCNR Bendigo State Park 

533 State Park Road 

Johnsonburg, PA 15845 

 

PA Dept. of Environmental Protection 

North West Regional Office 

230 Chestnut Street 

Meadville, PA 16335 

 

PA Dept. of Environmental Protection 

Knox District Office 

310 Best Avenue 

Knox, PA 16232 

 

PA Fish & Boat Commission 

North Central Region Law Enforcement 

1150 Spring Creek Road 

Bellefonte, PA 16823 

 

PA Fish & Boat Commission 

North Central Region Outreach & Education 

450 Robinson Lane 

Pleasant Gap, PA 16823 

 

PA Game Commission 

North Central Region 

P.O. Box 5038 

Jersey Shore, PA 17740 

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 

478 Jeffers Street, Building 3, Suite D 

DuBois, PA 15801 

 

PA Association of Conservation Districts 

25 North Front Street 

Harrisburg, PA 17101 

 

Headwaters Resource Conservation & Development 

109 North Brady Street, 2nd Floor 

DuBois, PA 15801 

 

Western Pennsylvania Conservancy 

Allegheny Regional Office 

159 Main Street 

Ridgway, PA 15853 

 

PA Department of Agriculture 

Western PA Region 

6 McIntyre Road 

Gibsonia, PA 15044 

 

PA Department of Transportation 

Elk County Maintenance Department 

32 St. Leo Avenue 

Ridgway, PA 15853 

 

US Fish & Wildlife Service 

PA Field Office 

315 South Allen Street, Suite 322 

State College, PA 16801 

 

North Central PA Regional Planning & Development 

651 Montmorenci Road 

Ridgway, PA 15853 

 

Western PA Coalition for Abandoned Mine Reclamation 

266 Donohoe Road, Suite 110 

Greensburg, PA 15601 

 

 

 


